i62 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
During the latter course of this year the British had assembled
in American waters sufficient armed forces to enable them to
take the initiative and open offensive operations against the
mainland of the United States. One detachment from Halifax
occupied Eastern Maine as far as the Penobscot,and retained it till
the peace. Another force of 4000 men under Ross sailed boldly
into Chesapeake Bay, marched on Washington and, driving
off at Bladensburg the militia who attempted to oppose its
advance, occupied the city, and only retired after burning all the
public buildings, as a reprisal for the American destruction of
York in the previous year. Re-embarking, it next assailed
Baltimore, but was compelled to withdraw owing to the inability
of the fleet to co-operate in the attack on that city. Reinforced
to a strength of some 6000, and under a new commander,
Pakenham, the little army now undertook a more difficult
enterprise against New Orleans, at the mouth of the Mississippi,
and with infinite labour was transported by boat to within striking
distance of the fortified lines which had been constructed by
the Governor of the place, Andrew Jackson, who was later to
become President of the United States ; but the assault failed
with the loss of the British commander and many men, and
the force was with difficulty got away, only to be set to undertake
a new enterprise against Mobile.
Peace had in" actual fact been signed between Great Britain
and the United States at Ghent before the disaster at New
Orleans, and the news of it reached America just after the forts
of Mobile had surrendered. Its terms left the main questions
in dispute unsettled, and the futile bloodshed on the Mississippi
was a fitting termination to a foolish war wliich should never
have taken place, and of which the main result was to render
both belligerents—more especially the United States, the
aggressors—weaker and more embittered than before its
commencement. Indeed the only people to emerge from it
with enhanced credit were the Canadians, who had vindicated
their right to national existence by a noteworthy display in arms.
II. the waterloo campaign, .1815
While the, greater part of the British army, which had
fought and endured and triumphed in the Peninsula, was being
despatched overseas to America, and many units were being
disbanded, the Allies had drawn up in broad outline the terms
of the peace settlement, and assembled a Congress at Vienna to
settle the details. The British acquisitions under the treaty
were the islands of Malta, Tobago, St. Lucia and Mauritius,
while we also purchased from Holland the former Dutch

